lea CO similar conclusions:  wnixe IE. xaeriticiea a large number of active organizations in the competitive procurement process, it found that awards for the unrestrictedr open procurements most often went to very active bidders, usually large organizations. Since 1972, with increasing emphasis on open competitions, this trend has no doubt accelerated.
As is shown in the next section of this paper, the major performers of evaluations have large professional staffs drawn from a wide range of disciplinary backgrounds. Less is known about the smaller organizations that perform the balance of federally funded evaluations; their activities and staffing patterns are largely undocumented since they have not become part of the professional and disciplinary networks in which the large organizations participate.
Evaluation in Academic Institutions
As was shown in Table B-2, evaluation clearly represented a smaller share of total RDD&E activities for academic organizations than for other performers. Furthermore, despite the fact that academic organizations are the largest performers of all education RDD&E, the dollar amounts involved in evaluation work were relatively small. It is not possible to ascertain from the ARROE data to what extent academic evaluation expenditures were funded with federal dollars obtained directly through a grant or contract from one of the education agencies in HEW or with federal dollars that had gone to a state or local agency that in turn contracted the evaluation to a college or university.
When social-science-based evaluation was first used to assess social programs, academic institutions were frequent performers of major evaluations, usually under grant or sole-source contract arrangements. The reasons for a gradual shift from grants to contracts and from academic to other types of research performers have been amply discussed in a number of publications (see, e.g., Williams 1972), most recently by Levitan and Wurzburg (1979), who claim that by 1974 HEW had ruled out further support of evaluations under grants and that sole-source contracting became increasingly difficult. They report that by 1979 officials estimated that less than 10 percent of HEW evaluation funds were awardedation RDD&E ice .ved at least 75 percent of their funds from the                Lai
